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Sutton School Clearing Sale

Sutton School, 20 September, starting 12.30 pm. Everything from farm equipment to the kitchen
sink! Terms strictly cash unless prior arrangements made. BBQ and food stalls. Donations plus
sales on commission still acce ted. Phone school on 23032 15 or Auctioneer Bob Collis on 2303404.

FIREWOOD
Catering for Bungendore last 18 years

Wamboin and local areas no problems!

Seasoned hardwoods
Block or Split

Small loads can be arranged.

Please call
238-1342 or 018-631 -772 or 018-487-435

Business Owned and Operated by
Rob and JUdy Munday

Serving the Wamboin and Clare Valley Area

Truck-mounted Steam Cleaning System
24 Hours - 7 days

No excuses . guaranteed results

BERNARD REARDON

Carinya Park, Clare Lane Wamboin
RMB 201 Gundaroo Road

Phone /Fax 238-1773
Mobile 018-632~54

BUNGENDORE
FOODTOWN

SUPERMARKET
Free assembly and delivery of groceries, meat, fruit and vegetables

and delicatessen, to the Wamboin and Cla re Valley Area.

This service is available Monday to Friday. Orders phoned in by 12
noon will be delivered mid-afternoon.

Phone 238-1178 for friendly, helpful service.
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A Bit of Wamboin's History
Provided by Ray Murphy, Bernie Reardon, and Tony Reardon

put together here by the editor

Much of the land just west of the Lake George Escarpment in the Smith's Gap area was owned in the early 1900's by the
Leahy Family. The Leahy' s name for their property was Clare. It included the present Clare Valley area, the present Forest Road
Area, the present Brooks Creek Estate, and a good bit of the land alongGundaroo Road betwee n Macs Reef Road and the Federal
Highway including the present Summer Hill Area. They buill a house on Clare in about 1915. Theyalso owned a.nd Jived lit
Elmslea in Bungendore.

Pat Reardon purchased Clare from the Leahys around 1930. Pat Reardon had four sons, Bede , Paul, Frank, a.nd Les and
three daughters, Therese (Girlie), and Patricia, and Jean . The land purchased by Pat was divided up for the children. LesReardon
had the southwest portion including Clare Lane and Clare Valley. Les' portion was about 2200 acres. Becle had the northeast
portion, including the present Forest Road Area . Paul had the southeast portion, between the escapment and the present Carinya
Park I Clare Lane. Frank had the northwest portion. including the present Swnmerhill Road Area . Paul had the southeast portion
between the escarpment and the present Clare Lane, including the Highland Valley area. Girlie married Trevor Milligan and
owned the present Weerona area which adjoined the Denley property whilst they lived in the ACT. Patricia married Jim Dannody
lived in Bungcndore whilst owning land adjoining Weerona and the Denley property. Jean married Frank Hallam and was given
the original Reardon home and property"Lumley" on Macs Reef Road near the Yass River. Paul Reardon's portion was purchased
in the late 1960's by Les, Moira, and son Tony Reardon, this including the present Highland Valley.

Ray Murphy's father, Fabian Murphy, in the laic 1940' s, owned 300 acres including all bUI the west ernmost portionof
the area along Norton Road presently called Yalana. He Tan about 600 wethers there. This land was not as rich as that in Clare
Valley. To support himself Ray' s father also did contracting, mining, shearing, wood carting, and ran a butcher shop in
Bu ngendore . Ray remembers working in the present Yalana area. They cleared some of the trees 8JId supcrphosphatcd some of
the land, trying to increase the value of the 18J1d for woolgrowing. They would remove trees from some areas but leave them in
others, as trees provided valuable protection for the sheep.

BYO and Licensed

La Normadie
French Restaurant

Take pleasure in a drive to the country
Enjoy a delicious Cafe & homemade Gateau

Visit for a light but appetizing meal
Lndul ge in a traditional French feast

Exper iment our creative "bush" cuisine
Practice your French with Claude & Joseph
40 Kings Highway Bungendore, 06 238/ / 75

CanberraVeterinary
Hospital

co mer Northbourne Avenue & Barton Highway
Lyneham. ACT, 6241-&&&&

EQUlNE AND LARGE ANIMAL PRACTICE
with 3 mobile veterina rians

No travel charges at the following times:
Wamboin: Monday- Friday morning
Geary's Gap: Monday, Wed, and Friday
Bungendorc area : Monday afternoon

Emergency and in hospital services avai lable at all
times. FREE day accommodation for horses left at

the hospita l for treatment
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The area was good for very fine wool, anything from 16 to 20 microns. Colder, harsher areas tend to produce this very
fmc wool because the feed is less luscious than on better lands, and the wool is cleaner because there is less dust. This sort of
wool has been prized by people like the Italians who use it to make fmc wool garments. In the 1960's this very fmc wool was
worth "a pound a pound". Thicker wool is less valuable. Forexample, at 24 microns it is classed as carpet wool

Ray Murphy started working in the Wamboin area after leaving school at age 14 in 1949. His first job was a two year
stint working for Leg Reardon. Pat Reardon, Les' s father, used to live at Lumley, on Mac' s Reef Roadnear the Yass River, but
came out to Clare ValJey almost every day. Leg moved into the Clare house around 1938 and wasjoined by his wife Moira in
1942 alter their marriage. The house still stands today, just south of Bernie Reardon' s home. "Carinya Park".

Ray Murphy, in 1 949~50, did shearing, fencing, and rabbiting for Les. At that time the Reardons were running about
11 ,000 sheep in the area now roughly covered by Clare Valley, Sununerhill, Weeroona and Dermody's and Elmslea, Buagendore.
Other local graziers such as the Donnellys, Taylors, and Southwells used the Clare woclshed for shearing. Part of the Donnelly
property, the present Brooks Creek Estate, was purchased by Les and Moira Reardon ini the late 1950's, Donnellys also owned the
Creekborcugh area.

In about 1954 Ray's father sold his land in the present Yalana to Vic Southwell ofQueanbeyan. Ray moved with him and
worked in that area for a few years. Vic Southwell then sold the land to the Ryans Wid moved to the Forbes area.

Ray came back to the Bungendore and Geary' s Gap area in about 1957 when he was 23. He earned his living through
shearing and fencing work. In those days the fencing work was done with a crowbar and a shovel, and later on with tractors and
kanga hammers.

PRO-CUTTERS CHOICEJohn (JncolnPlumblng

Rural and City. ~

Your local eontraetor~
~ NewHomes
000 Extensions
<00 Maintenance
<C> installation or outs ide fire

protection SYBtems

MOoeL
662

.. HIGH TORQUE

.. HIGH SAFETY

.. LOW WEIGHT

.. DEPENDABLE
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ON SPECIAL
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MObile: 018 487 199 112383493

=n::~:~:~~·,wambOln J
H&S Mower Repairs

TRADING HOUR S: Mon - FrI8.30.rn - 5.30pm. Sat gam - 1pm
I n GILMORE AD QUEANBEYAN

Phone (06) 297 5020 Fax (06) 297 5020
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vc 'V:?,'C.8 Jill• .."...~- Uut rru.,::

All Enquiries to

238 2357 (Home)

018486460 (Mobile) l' '
I '~

238 2351 (Fax) Ii' . ,~

Mark TaYlor ALL HOURS

( TAYLORMADE REPAIRS\
-11WATER BORE DRILLING RIG

-:-~ I : In Local Area
L ~ • I
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Ray remembers that whi le shearing for Bede Reardon in the Forest Road area , a real estate agent approached Bede and
proposed subdiv idin g some of that area into 40 acre blocks . Thi s proposal went through and produced one of the first rura l
residential subd ivis ions in the area . Thi s was in the early 1970s.

Ray read the article in the Apri l 97 Whisperby Frank Watson. He thinks he knows the identity of M. Flannigan who in
1925 wrote the letter that wasreproduced in that article . He says that a John Flannigan worked for him as a fence r and shearer for
many years, and had an extensive know ledge of the Wamboin area. John 's father was Mick Flannigan, and Ray thinks he is
probably the author of the letter. John Flannigan is about 70 now. He left this area a number of years ago and then work ed fora
wool clas sing outfit in Sydney.

In the 1950 's, 60 's, and 70 's there were only three north ern entrances into the land just north of the ACT border,
presently part of Centra l Wamboin and Yalana. These were the right cf ways along Joe Rock 's Road , Clare Lane. an d the present
Greenway east of Weeron a Drive . The Hyles and Watsons could access their portions of thi s land by coming in from entrances off
the Kings Highway bet wee n Kowan Forrest and Bungendore. Landowners were re luctant to permit add itiona l entrances, partly
because by law any regular access through a section of land eventual ly becomes yet another lega l right of way. For instance, there
was no right of way into the central Wamboin area from Sutton Road until Norton Road was built by devel opers in about 197 1.

Ray Murphy has continued with contract shearing and fencing to this day, and now employs about 16 men during the
shearing season. Hi s wife Helen organises the cooking . Her father, Bill Allen. who rece ntly passed awa y, worked all his life on
the land and managed severa l properties in the Bungendore area.

There ar e several large flocks in the greater Bungendore Area for which the M wphys generally do the shearing..
Woolcarra and Foxlow on the Captains Flat Road and Currandooley on the Bungendore-Tara go Road each have abo ut 18,000
shCCV. Outsid e the shearing season Ray organises crutchlng and feueing work. He has a lso trained and used numerous shee p
dogs over the years.

Ray notes the enormous increase in Kangaroosin recen t yearsand be lieves there shou ld be more culling , as the
kangaroos cause man y car accidents and consume much of the ava ilab le grass, He says that previously kangaroos were culled, but
there wasnever a desire to elim inate them altogether.

He al so reme mbers spend ing time rabbiting in hi s ear lier years The rabbits were a pest because the y cons umed pasture
and dug holes . It was poss ible to make a living trapping rabb its . Good trappers would set a line of 100 traps. Most of these would
catch a rabbit by mid afternoon . They could be emptied and reset to catch another by morn ing, giving a tota l of about 150 rabbi ts
per day. Buyers would come in once a month to buy the skins for a cent a skin . Many of the skins wen t into Akubra hats .

Wild pigs ha ve a lso been plentiful in the Wamboi n, Geary 's Gap area, and Ray Mwphy says there are still some aro und
today. He has neve r heard of any koa la sightiags in the Wamboin area .

KRApIRBAo
R loID 15Ql . fed e ral Hi, b ... ay. Su t t on , N SW 2 62 0

p h. ( 0 6 ) 230 3294 f " (06 1 230 3575

COUNTRY RESTAURANT

Cozy Atmosphere with Log Fire
Goo labri Park, Goolabri Lane, via Federal Highway Sutton

Open Friday and Saturday Nights andWednesday and Thursday Nights for Gro up Bookings
Perfect Venue for Christmas Part ies, Weddings, Birthday Part ies and Conferences

Light Lunch and Devonshire Tea Available Saturdays and Sundays
Enjoy a game of Go lf on our picturesque 9 hole golf course and then lunch in the restaurant
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The Majo rs in the early 1960 's bought the land in the presen t Norton Road, Merino Vale Drive area from the
Harri otts who lived on Macs Reef Road .. Ray Murphy remembers introducing Cecil Guy to them. Cecil built the
shearing shed which now sits alongside the old cottage just northwest of the Wee roona Drive Norton Road
intersectio n. The cottage had already bee n there for many y~s by that time. Ray also did the shearing for the Majors,
and remembers they had about 1800 sheep at Merino Vale . The Majors lived in Canberra. but stayed in the cottage
occasionally.

Ray also notes that much of the Wamboi n I GeaI)"S Gap shearing was done in the shearing shed that still
stands just south of the intersecti on of Macs Reef Road and Gundaroo Road. The flocks from the Ryans, the Taylors,
the Donneneys, the Reardcns, an d from Lumley were brought there.

Ray has watched over theyears as subdivis ions sprou t up on lands previously used for grazing. The money
to be made from subdividi ng often outweighs the ever increasing cost of wool growing, where costs keep increasing in
areas like wages, selling costs, drenches. an d insurances.

Les Reardon served for many years as a Shire Councillor. In about 1990 he sold the prese nt Clare Valley
area 10 Asset Developments Pty LId, who developed the 70 rural res idential blocks in the val ley.

The Ryans kepi the land in the present Yalana and ran stock on it until about 1990 . Aro und that time Bill
Ryan bought the westernmost portion of Yalana from the Majors so thai he couJd extend Norton Road eastward from
its then termi nating point at wecrcona Drive in the land subdivided by the Majors. Thi s enabled the rural residential
development of the Yalana area. Eventual ly the stretch of Norton Road in Yalana was linked at its western end with
the stretch of Norton Road for the rural residential developme nt in Clare Valley.

Us Reardon died a few years ago . His wife Moi ra lives in the area, as do seve ral of his sons and one
da ughter.

FIREWOOD Established in 1985

C.T.M.

~
Truck & Bobcat , Trenching & Aug er

All Terrain Fork-l lft Hire
Grid s Supplied & Fitted. Firewood.

Domestic & Rural Fencing.

CTM - Established in 1985 Slashing . Mowing & Rotary-hoeing.

Well seasoned firewood by the Concreti ng & Bricklaying .

cubic metre o r weighed ton. Garages. Horse Stables & Sheds. Supplied
& Erected to Council App rova l.

Delivery service availabl e. Sand & Gravel For BUilding & Landscaping.

Ring Lyle and Sue Montesin
and also agents of cement and pol y tan k.

Lyle & Sue Montesin
ph 6238-1481 ph 6238-1481

or 018-627-.554 or 6238-0308 or 018-627-554 or fax 6238-0308
Forrest Road , Wamboin Forrest Road, Wamboin

Prompt Water Delivery
By Bingley & Loggie Haulage

All Areas 7 Days

Phone 015-483-103 AH: 230-3385
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