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A Bit of Wamboin’s History

Provided by Ray Murphy, Bernie Reardon, and Tony Reardon
put together here by the editor '

Much of the land just west of the Lake George Escarpment in the Smith’s Gap area was owned in the early 1900°s by the
Leahy Family. The Leahy’s name for their property was Clare. It included the present Clare Valley area, the present Forest Road
Area, the present Brooks Creek Estate, and a good bit of the land along Gundaroo Road between Macs Reef Road and the Federal
Highway including the present Summer Hill Area. They built a house on Clare in about 1915. They also owned and lived at
Elmslea in Bungendore.

Pat Reardon purchased Clare from the Leahys around 1930. Pat Reardon had four sons, Bede, Paul, Frank, and Les and
three daughters, Therese (Girlie), and Patricia, and Jean. The land purchased by Pat was divided up for the children. Les Reardon
had the southwest portion including Clare Lane and Clare Valley. Les’ portion was about 2200 acres. Bede had the northeast
portion, including the present Forest Road Area. Paul had the southeast portion, between the escapment and the present Carinya
Park / Clare Lane. Frank had the northwest portion, including the present Summerhill Road Area. Paul had the southeast portion
between the escarpment and the present Clare Lane, including the Highland Valley area. Girlie married Trevor Milligan and
owned the present Weerona area which adjoined the Denley property whilst they lived in the ACT. Patricia married Jim Darmody
lived in Bungendore whilst owning land adjoining Weerona and the Denley property. Jean married Frank Hallam and was given
the original Reardon home and property “Lumley” on Macs Reef Road near the Yass River. Paul Reardon’s portion was purchased
in the late 1960’s by Les, Moira, and son Tony Reardon, this including the present Highland Valley.

Ray Murphy’s father, Fabian Murphy, in the late 1940°s, owned 300 acres including all but the westernmost portion of
the area along Norton Road presently called Yalana. He ran about 600 wethers there. This land was not as rich as that in Clare
Valley. To support himself Ray’s father also did contracting, mining, shearing, wood carting, and ran a butcher shop in
Bungendore. Ray remembers working in the present Yalana area. They cleared some of the trees and superphosphated some of
the land, trying to increase the value of the land for woolgrowing. They would remove trees from some areas but leave them in
others, as trees provided valuable protection for the sheep.
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The area was good for very fine wool, anything from 16 to 20 microns. Colder, harsher areas tend to produce this very
fine wool because the feed is less luscious than on better lands, and the wool is cleaner because there is less dust. This sort of
wool has been prized by people like the Italians who use it to make fine wool garments. In the 1960°s this very fine wool was
worth “a pound a pound”. Thicker wool is less valuable. For example, at 24 microns it is classed as carpet wool

Ray Murphy started working in the Wamboin area after leaving school at age 14 in 1949. His first job was a two year
stint working for Les Reardon. Pat Reardon, Les’s father, used to live at Lumley, on Mac’s Reef Road near the Yass River, but
came out to Clare Valley almost every day. Les moved into the Clare house around 1938 and was joined by his wife Moira in
1942 after their marriage. The house still stands today, just south of Bernie Reardon’s home, “Carinya Park™.

Ray Murphy, in 1949-50, did shearing, fencing, and rabbiting for Les. At that time the Reardons were running about
11,000 sheep in the area now roughly covered by Clare Valley, Summerhill, Weeroona and Darmody’s and Elmslea, Bungendore.
Other local graziers such as the Donnellys, Taylors, and Southwells used the Clare woolshed for shearing. Part of the Donnelly
property, the present Brooks Creek Estate, was purchased by Les and Moira Reardon ini the late 1950’s. Donnellys also owned the
Creekborough area.

In about 1954 Ray’s father sold his land in the present Yalana to Vic Southwell of Queanbeyan. Ray moved with him and
worked in that area for a few years. Vic Southwell then sold the land to the Ryans and moved to the Forbes area.

Ray came back to the Bungendore and Geary’s Gap area in about 1957 when he was 23. He earned his living through
shearing and fencing work. In those days the fencing work was done with a crowbar and a shovel, and later on with tractors and
kanga hammers.
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Ray remembers that while shearing for Bede Reardon in the Forest Road area, a real estate agent approached Bede and
proposed subdividing some of that area into 40 acre blocks. This proposal went through and produced one of the first rural
residential subdivisions in the area. This was in the early 1970s.

Ray read the article in the April 97 Whisper by Frank Watson. He thinks he knows the identity of M. Flannigan who in
1925 wrote the letter that was reproduced in that article. He says that a John Flannigan worked for him as a fencer and shearer for
many years, and had an extensive knowledge of the Wamboin area. John’s father was Mick Flannigan, and Ray thinks he is
probably the author of the letter. John Flannigan is about 70 now. He left this area a number of years ago and then worked for a
wool classing outfit in Sydney.

In the 1950’s, 60’s, and 70’s there were only three northern entrances into the land just north of the ACT border,
presently part of Central Wamboin and Yalana. These were the right of ways along Joe Rock’s Road, Clare Lane, and the present
Greenway east of Weerona Drive. The Hyles and Watsons could access their portions of this land by coming in from entrances off
the Kings Highway between Kowan Forrest and Bungendore. Landowners were reluctant to permit additional entrances, partly
because by law any regular access through a section of land eventually becomes yet another legal right of way. For instance, there
was no right of way into the central Wamboin area from Sutton Road until Norton Road was built by developers in about 1971.

Ray Murphy has continued with contract shearing and fencing to this day, and now employs about 16 men during the
shearing season. His wife Helen organises the cooking. Her father, Bill Allen, who recently passed away, worked all his life on
the land and managed several properties in the Bungendore area.

There are several large flocks in the greater Bungendore Area for which the Murphys generally do the shearing..
Woolcarra and Foxlow on the Captains Flat Road and Currandooley on the Bungendore-Tarago Road each have about 18,000
sheep. Outside the shearing season Ray organises crutching and fencing work. He has also trained and used numerous sheep
dogs over the years.

Ray notes the enormous increase in Kangaroos in recent years and believes there should be more culling, as the
kangaroos cause many car accidents and consume much of the available grass. He says that previously kangaroos were culled, but
there was never a desire to eliminate them altogether.

He also remembers spending time rabbiting in his earlier years. The rabbits were a pest because they consumed pasture
and dug holes. It was possible to make a living trapping rabbits. Good trappers would set a line of 100 traps. Most of these would
catch a rabbit by mid afternoon. They could be emptied and reset to catch another by moming, giving a total of about 150 rabbits
per day. Buyers would come in once a month to buy the skins for a cent a skin. Many of the skins went into Akubra hats.

Wild pigs have also been plentiful in the Wamboin, Geary’s Gap area, and Ray Murphy says there are still some around
today. He has never heard of any koala sightings in the Wamboin area.
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The Majors in the early 1960’s bought the land in the present Norton Road, Merino Vale Drive area from the
Harriotts who lived on Macs Reef Road.. Ray Murphy remembers introducing Cecil Guy to them. Cecil built the
shearing shed which now sits alongside the old cottage just northwest of the Weeroona Drive Norton Road
intersection. The cottage had already been there for many years by that time. Ray also did the shearing for the Majors,
and remembers they had about 1800 sheep at Merino Vale. The Majors lived in Canberra, but stayed in the cottage
occasionally.

Ray also notes that much of the Wamboin / Geary’s Gap shearing was done in the shearing shed that still
stands just south of the intersection of Macs Reef Road and Gundaroo Road. The flocks from the Ryans, the Taylors,
the Donnelleys, the Reardons, and from Lumley were brought there.

Ray has watched over the years as subdivisions sprout up on lands previously used for grazing. The money
to be made from subdividing often outweighs the ever increasing cost of wool growing, where costs keep increasing in
areas like wages, selling costs, drenches, and insurances.

Les Reardon served for many years as a Shire Councillor. In about 1990 he sold the present Clare Valley
area to Asset Developments Pty Ltd, who developed the 70 rural residential blocks in the valley.

The Ryans kept the land in the present Yalana and ran stock on it until about 1990. Around that time Bill
Ryan bought the westernmost portion of Yalana from the Majors so that he could extend Norton Road eastward from
its then terminating point at Weeroona Drive in the land subdivided by the Majors. This enabled the rural residential
development of the Yalana area. Eventually the stretch of Norton Road in Yalana was linked at its western end with
the stretch of Norton Road for the rural residential development in Clare Valley.

Les Reardon died a few years ago. His wife Moira lives in the area, as do several of his sons and one
daughter.
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