
 

 

April  2013   CIRCULATION: 1,269 
Wamboin Community Assn: www.wamboincommunity.asn.au 

Bywong Community: www.bywongcommunity.org.au 

Fire Brigade: http://brigade.wamboincommunity.asn.au 
All proceeds from advertisements after printing costs go to the WAMBOIN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION that started The Whisper as a 

community newsletter in 1981, and continues to own it.  The newsletter is distributed to all letterboxes in Wamboin, Bywong and to 

Palerang Council residents southeast of the Federal Highway at the start of each month, except January.  Contributions from all residents are 

encouraged, valued and the main content of the newsletter.  The Editor is Ned Noel, 17 Reedy Creek Place, Wamboin, 2620, phone 6238-

3484.  Please email contributions to either Tnednoel@optusnet.com.au or whisper@wamboincommunity.asn.au or mail them.  The deadline 

for the next issue of The Whisper is always the last Sunday of the month, 7 pm, so for the May 2013 issue the deadline is Sunday, 28 April , 

7 pm.  Instant Colour Press will then multiply 1 copy into more than 1200.   Then the new issue goes to volunteer deliverers by the first 

Sunday of the new month. 

LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCIES  Fire/Police/Ambulance  - Dial Triple Zero (000) All Hours  
Bungendore Police:  6238 1244   Wamboin Fire Brigade Info Centre: 0409 991 340    Ambulance Bookings: 131233 

    LOCAL  FACILITIES AND CONTACTS  
Wamboin Community Assn Je  Jenny Richards,Vice-President   6238 1329 vicepresident@wamboincommunity.asn.au 

Bywong Community Darryl Bourke, President  president@bywongcommunity.org.au 

Fire Brigade David Cochrane, Captain 0409 991 340   

Palerang Councillor Pete Harrison 0427 711 028  cr.pete.harrison@palerang.nsw.gov.au 

Palerang Councillor Keith France 0427 365 715 cr.keith.france@palerang.nsw.gov.au 

Wamboin Markets Joan Mason, contact 6238 3258  

Sutton School Playgroup Johanna Bradley , Convenor 0406 399 713 johannabradley@dodo.com.au 

Landcare Roger Good, President 6236 9048  

Community Nurse  Heather Morrison, Bungendore 6238 1333  

Emergency Services NSW Call Centre, Staff 132 500  

Emergency Services Admin. Colin Brown, Controller 6238 1067  

Justice of the Peace Peter Greenwood, JP 6238 3358  

Justice of the Peace Keith France, JP 6238 3596  

Justice of the Peace Margaret Fletcher, JP 6238 1211  

Justice of the Peace Jill Sedaitis, JP 6236 9559  

Wamboin Scout Group Peter Harrison, contact 6238 3525  

Wamboin Pony Club Leanne Quick, Club Captain 6238 3435  

Gearyôs Gap Pony Club Katarina Biondic, contact 0421 859 917  

Wamboin Play Group Emma Auzins, Convener 6238 3974   cotsell@moraguy.net 

Bywong Hall Bookings Guy Cotsell, contact 6230 3523         

Wamboin Hall Bookings Joan Mason, contact 6238 3258  

Church - Anglican Robyn Robertson, Warden 6238 3202  

Christian Prayer Group Steve & Imelda Taylor, cntacts 6238 3220  

KYB Bible Study Group Yvonne Barrett, contact 6230 3539   

Golf Peter Greenwood, Golfer 6238 3358 p.greenwood2@bigpond.com 

Injured Wildlife  Wildcare, Helpline 6299 1966  

Wonderful W men of Wmbn Gail Ritchie Knight, Contact 0416 097 500 whirlwind@argonite.com.au 

Lake George VIEW Club Pauline Segeri, contact 6238 1996  

Wamboin Book Group Alice Scott, Secretary 6238 3178  

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS 
Alana Stenning pet sitting 6238 3030 Jess Smith pet sitting, house sitting 6238 3115 

Fiona Skea baby sitting 6238 3290 Ashleigh Caird baby sitting 6238 0746 

Rebecca Purdie pet sitting 6238 3343 Gabrielle Simpkin baby sitting/ pets sitting 6238-1335 

Mara Sutcliffe pet sitting 6238 3228 Jack & Matilda Whitney child, pet & house sttg, odd jobs 6238 3059 

Jordan Brown baby sitting 0414-907-921 Genevieve Phipps Babysitting, pet care or farmstay 6238 1660 

http://www.wamboincommunity.asn.au/
http://www.bywongcommunity.org.au/
http://brigade.wamboincommunity.asn.au/
mailto:Tnednoel@optusnet.com.au
mailto:whisper@wamboincommunity.asn.au
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 Hi there. On March 19th the Community Association held it's AGM. There were some changes to the Executive. It 

now consists of Jenny Richards (President), Chris Kruger and Pete Evans (Vice Presidents), Keith France (Treasurer), John 

Van der Straaten (Secretary), plus Don Horan, Lofty Mason and Jenny Warren as members of the Committee. Should you need 

to contact any member of the Executive or Committee our emails and telephone numbers are available on the WCA's website 

(wamboincommunity.asn.au). I hope to hear from some of you over the coming months.  

 Wheels Of Wamboin ï This April will see the inaugural Wheels of Wamboin event held Saturday 20th April from 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm on the oval next to the Community Hall. According to Pete, any interesting vehicle is welcome including 

cars, bikes, trucks, tractors or fixed engines. Age is immaterial, although I'm not entirely sure if ride-on lawn-mowers are 

included in the VERY broad classifications. This event will be running the same day as the Wamboin Markets so come and see  

it, or better yet, bring your vehicle along to be admired. All enquires please contact Pete Evans as per the advertisement further 

on in this issue.  

 Guest Speaker ï The next WCA meeting will be held on Tuesday 16th April at 7:30 pm at the Community Hall on 

Bingley Way and at this particular meeting we will have a guest speaker. The endorsed Liberal candidate for our Federal 

Parlimentary seat of Hume, Angus Taylor, is keen to come and informally chat with the people of the Wamboin/Bywong. He 

has suggested a talk about local issues such as telecommunications, roads, cross-border issues (health and education), the  

environment etc. I emphasise that this is not a Meet the Candidates meeting which we hope to be conducting later in the year. 

This is merely an informal talk to get to know the people of Wamboin and Bywong and their issues better. Nor is the WCA 

supporting any particular political candidate. If  any other serious political candidates wish to avail themselves of meeting us 

before they get down to the serious business of campaigning we would be equally as receptive. That said, why not come to the 

next meeting and see what Angus Taylor has to say on those issues that concern us most out here in Wamboin and Bywong?  

 Art Competition For The Littlies  ï The WCA have decided to run a series of competitions for our younger readers of 

The Whisper. The first is an art competition for the 3, 4 and 5 year olds out there. A drawing of anything that they find 

interesting because they live in the Wamboin/Bywong area. It could be a favourite animal (a pet or wild animal), a favourite 

place to play, the moon and the stars at night (which are always breath-taking out here), or even their friends having fun around  

their houses. Anything that is of interest to them. All entries will be published either in next month's Whisper or if we get a 

substantial amount, in subsequent Whispers, along with the child's name and age. The best three entries in each age group will 

receive a small prize but the real treat for us will be admiring and showcasing your little one's artwork. The ad for this 

competition is further on in The Whisper and if you have a child that falls into one of these age ranges, I encourage  

you to enter his or her artwork. If you are like me and have older children, don't be put off. There will be other competitions 

coming soon for the older children.  

 That's all I guess for this month. I hope to see many of you at the Markets or at the next meeting of  

the WCA.   -  Jenny Richards ( President)  

 

  

 

                   
Wamboin 

Community Association 

Presidentôs Paragraphs 

 

REG GIRALDI       

Licensed Builder 
N SW 145587C  ACT 2953C 
New Homes,  Extensions   Bathroom and 

Kitchen Renovations,    Carpentry, Tiling, 

Painting, Gyprock Repairs, Concreting, 

All Repairs and Insurance Work 

0416 075 910 (Mobile) or 6238 0918 (ah) 

HIA Member 
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Bywong  

Community 

News 
www.bywongcommunity.org.au 
Darryl Bourke, President 

This News Put Together by the 

Bywong Committee  

 Who arranged the weather?   We have remarked before that our annual Car Boot Sale has seemed blessed by some 

divine hand. This yearôs event confirms it. The now venerable event was held under the clearest, most perfect skies we have 

seen for some time. Not that the hardworking committee deserved anything less ï the time and effort put into it, and the 

resultant brilliant outcome were the ultimate tribute to their efforts.The programme and features of the day were riveting as 

ever ï lots of animals, some of them smartly ridden to music by our Pony Club, others barking as they cleared various 

obstacles, others looking disdainful (alpacas) and some(Wildcare) just being cuddly ï or sometimes less cuddly ï all to the 

background of a very professional commentary team. The day encouraged recycling and young people earned 10c for drink 

containers returned to the organisers. And people bought and sold. 

  The dayôs financial results ensured that the Community has funds to help local groups who need a boost. First recipient, 

as in previous years, will be our local Fire Brigade, whose display and lunch barbecue make notable contributions to the event. 

But outranking these activities is the immense contribution which the Brigade makes to the running of the event, particularly 

the entry control and the parking.  The parking, in a difficult setting, was seamless and delivered with charm and good 

fellowship. 

  Attendances and stalls were slightly down on last year, but still very substantial. We hear that other recent local events 

held around the same time also suffered falls in attendance, although their financial results remained healthy.  Is this the 

uncertainty which the pundits claim results from the announcement of an election? 

  Our thanks to the Whisper for commemorating earlier days. Last monthôs ñWhisper reminiscencesò recalled the third 

Car Boot Sale, and we have now reached our eighteenth annual event. The day has become a local institution. 

  No compulsory call-up.  We have heard a grouch that local residents are willy nilly considered members of the 

Community just by virtue of living in Bywong. This is not so. It is true that membership is free of charge and is not subject to 

complicated approval procedures, but it is still necessary to fill in a membership form and hand it to a committee member. 

With this proviso, the more the merrier! 

  Sneak Graffiti .   Another appeal to those who are defacing our public blackboards with graffiti, sometimes crass 

messages expressing a personal view or grouch. These boards are primarily for the use of the Communityôs announcements or 

information, but are also there for use by local residents with local concerns such as lost pets ï not for people to push their own 

political or similar barrows.  

  Trivia night .  Our next trivia night is on Saturday night, July 13th. Time to start booking in your team for this annual 

event! 

  Macs Reef Road. Donôt forget Macs Reef Road will be closed from 8 April. 

  Next meeting.  The Communityôs next meeting is at 7.30 p.m. on Monday night, 8 April at the Bywong Community 

Hall. All are welcome. 

  

  
  
  
  

  
 

 

  

http://www.bywongcommunity.org.au/


Wamboin Whisper, April 2013, Page 6 of 28 

 
  

  

Rainfall and Temperatures in Wamboin - 38-year statistics from the Robertsons 
March rainfall  é.  19.75mm         (March 2012 é  208.25mm) 

2013 to 31/3 é  138.75mm         (2012 to 31/3 é   398.75mm) 

Average April rainfall é 44.8mm      (April 2012 é   31.5mm) 

Wettest April é   174.5mm in 1989    Driest April é  5mm in 1997 

Wettest April day é  70mm on 19/4/84 Hottest April day é   28C on 3/4/86 

Coldest April day é 8C on    27/4/12 Coldest April night é   0C on 27/4/99 & 28/4/12 

  
 

Councillorôs Corner 
 Rural Subdivision ð From time to time, I am approached by residents in rural residential areas who would like to 

subdivide their property. They are usually older residents who see this as an opportunity to raise a bit of extra capital, and at 

the same time reduce the size of the property they have to maintain. The properties in question are usually around 4-12 ha (10-

30 acres) in size.  

 The residents are often a bit upset when they discover that, while lots may be as small as 2 ha (5 acres) in the 1(d) rural 

residential zone, [often prohibitive] conditions apply. For starters, it will not generally be possible to subdivide a block of less 

than 12 ha (30 acres). In rural areas (the current 1(a) zone), lots must be at least 160 ha before they can be subdivided (with 

dwelling entitlements). Even these minima may not be relevant if the lot in question was part of a previous subdivision that 

took advantage of averaging provisions. In such cases, a lot may simply not be able to be further subdivided, regardless of its 

size.  

 There are a couple of other conditions that must also be met. A lot of less than 16 ha must have a frontage on a road 

other than a main or arterial road, and lots must have a depth to width ratio not exceeding 4:1. 

While there are changes to the way in which these regulations are specified in the new PLEP, in practice they remain largely 

unchanged. 

 So why the restrictions? Most people who raise this issue feel that thereôs plenty of land, and that their subdivision 

would have very little impact, especially when the issue of dual occupancy developments is brought into the picture. 

 In the case of the 1(a) rural zone, where one of the primary objectives is ñto protect the agricultural potential of rural 

land and to prevent the fragmentation of viable rural holdingsò, 80 ha is simply considered to be the minimum size for a viable 

rural holding. While there is more flexibility in the 1(d) rural residential zone, the initial rural residential subdivisions have 

generally be planned and designed as integrated developments, to provide a specific character and some level of guarantee that 

this character will not be compromised by subsequent subdivision. The existing lots are the size they were designed to be to 

create the character and amenity of the area in question and, generally as a condition of consent for the original subdivision, 

must remain that size in order to preserve this character and amenity. 

 Even if thereôs no problem with lot sizes, there are other conditions that must be met before a subdivision can be 

approved, so that there is not a great deal of profit to be derived from a simple two lot subdivision. In fact, I am told that, for 

small developments, the cost of the subdivision will be roughly equal to the profit that can be derived from the sale of one of 

the lotsði.e. you need at least a three lot subdivision to make any money on the exercise. 

 The Palerang BlogðNew entries in my councillor website Blog (http://peteharrison.id.au/blog) since my last update: 

Waste Management Surveys, Rural Subdivision 

 Councilôs General Meetings are held on the first Thursday of the month, commencing at 5.00 pm. Members of the 

public are welcome. The meeting location variesðcheck Councilôs website (http://palerang.nsw.gov.au) for details. Meeting 

Business Papers are also available on Councilôs website on the Friday preceding the meeting. 

 Cr Pete Harrison, Ph. 6238 3640, Mob. 0427 711 028, Email: Pete.Harrison@palerang.nsw.gov.au , Website: 

www.peteharrison.id.au 
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PROPOSED NEWINGTON ROAD SUBDIVISION 
by Guy Cotsell  

 In April 2011 Palerang Council advised Bywong landholders in Newington Road, and some in Macs Reef Road, of an 

application for development of land in the vicinity of their property.   

 The proposal provided for the creation of 20 new rural residential blocks spread over and around Black Joeôs Creek, 

with addresses in Woodfield Road, Wamboin and Newington Road, Bywong.  The proposal  provided for a public reserve 

along both sides of the creek, joining onto the existing Greenway. The proposed subdivision straddles Black Joes Creek and 

abuts the recent Birchmans Creek subdivision, but does not as it presently stands open onto that subdivision. The developerôs 

Statement of Environmental Effects also outlines a proposed Stage 2 of the project, which opens to the south and west  of the 

Woodfield Rd area of the subdivision and runs through to to Sutton Road. The proposal was submitted by Link Development 

Pty Ltd on behalf of the owners. 

  A subsequent amendment submitted later in the year removed the public recreation reserve and converts that reserve to 

community title, presumably with attached water rights. We understood from Councilôs Planning department that the initiative 

for this change came from Councilôs concern to limit any Council costs for maintenance or liability. We understood from 

Councilôs s.355 Greenways Committee that such costs were virtually nil. 

 We also understood from the planners that Council preferred the Newington Road access over alternatives through 

Birchmanôs Estate or Sutton Road to avoid costs of maintaining additional roads. 

 Numerous objections:  At the time Council invited submissions on the proposal, and received a substantial number of 

objections, largely from residents in Newington Road and Macs Reef Road.  

 Planning staff at the time advised that because of the number of objections, the proposal would have to be submitted to 

Council and could not be decided by the Planning Staff. They also advised that all objectors would be invited to address 

Council when the proposal came up for consideration. Since then objectors have not heard of any developments, apart from 

learning that the proposal was submitted to a meeting of Councilôs Traffic Committee in October 2011. At that meeting the 

Traffic Committee recommended that Council  consider a number of matters, most of which concerned matters also raised by 

objectors.  I was one who objected to the proposal, and most of my concerns were shared by others in the vicinity. Council 

advises that all submissions are publicly available. 

 Some objections were as follows: 

  1. The development poses environment, heritage and amenity threats which merit a full Environmental Impact 

Statement and detailed road and safety reports, none of which are provided. 

 2. The development does not accord with Council or State planning philosophy on land use and does not meet any 

existing demand, and 

 3. The proposed access route is a cheap alternative which is inappropriate, unsafe and inadequate, and which will 

intensify existing problems and dangers on Macs Reef Road and its intersection. 

 Demand for land:  The last Council study I could find (2007) looked at available land and uptake in the (then 

Yarrowlumla) Shire and concluded that the land supply in the area was sufficient for the next 28 years. Locals will be aware 

that the adjacent Birchmanôs Estate subdivision was advertised as ñlast chance to buy in this areaò but has been selling very 

slowly. On broader planning fronts, the proposal appears to flout the Sydney-Canberra corridor plan and be an inappropriate 

use of some grazing land which hitherto has carried cattle and sheep. 

 Environmental concerns:  Councilôs reaction so far leaves us fearing that Councilôs financial interests are receiving 

priority over broader environmental and lifestyle outcomes. Many locals fear that  Council may give greater recognition to the 

interests of a developer than to either our environment or the planning of a proper traffic system. 

 The Newington Road access:  The proposal contains no provision for the considerable upgrading of Newington Road 

which under Councilôs rules would be needed to service a community twice the size of the present population. There are major 

problems with width, grades and sightlines, access and safety. The development proposal made no offers to upgrade the road, 

and in fact maintained that it was adequate. 

  Newington Road at the moment contains a number of Land for Wildlife sanctuaries. It is a pedestrian linkage between 

two Greenways and a wildlife corridor. Kangaroos and wallabies alone pose a threat to traffic. There are breeding populations 

of Rosenbergôs Monitor and echidnas and populations of many other reptiles. 

 The most threatening aspect is the already hazardous junction of Newington Road with Macs Reef Road, and the effect 

on it of double the Newington Road traffic and later the Stage 2 traffic. 

Further, a proposed firetrail from Birchmans Estate would open the way to a major shortcut freeway down Newington Road to 

Macs Reef for traffic from the Estate and from much of northern Wamboin. Although most of our concerns were in fact shared 

by Councilôs Traffic Committee, we do not know whether the Committeeôs recommendations will be accepted by Council. 

Many locals are concerned by public statements by Council officers at a recent public meeting that they were already in 

consultation with the developer concerning costings of the junction of Newington Road and Macs Reef Road.  

  Many locals have urged Council to consider alternative access to the proposed subdivision from Sutton Road, as the 

developerôs land and proposed later state of the subdivision extend to and in fact cross that road. The developer originally 

rejected this solution largely on the grounds that crossing the Yass River would be expensive (not Councilôs concern!) and 

noted that Newington Road would give ña better addressò. We believe flows in Black Joeôs Creek can equal the flow of the 

Yass River at flood times and savings in cost would mainly come from using Councilôs existing inadequate roadwork. Sutton 

Road gives shorter access to Queanbeyan and Fyshwick and in most cases to Canberra via the highway. 

  If this proposal gets to Council, we look forward to a good hearing from our representatives. I am happy to send full 

details of my objections to anyone interested.  
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